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Racine assists NanoXplore in its acquisition of the ASIC activities 
of Dolphin Design 

 

Paris, 18 November 2024 - Racine has assisted NanoXplore, a specialist in electronics for the space 
industry, in its acquisition of the ASIC activities of Dolphin Design, a company with expertise in 
integrated circuit design. Through this operation, NanoXplore is diversifying into the defence 
sector and positioning itself as a key partner to meet the growing demands of this highly strategic 
industry. 
 
NanoXplore, a French fabless semiconductor company founded in 2010, designs radiation-hardened 
FPGAs (programmable integrated circuits) for use in high-reliability environments, including aerospace. 
With the recent launch of NG-ULTRA, the world's most advanced radiation-hardened FPGA SoC, 
NanoXplore has established itself as one of the European leaders in this field, competing with giants such 
as Intel and AMD. 
 
The acquisition of the ASIC business of Dolphin Design, a Soitec subsidiary, is part of a drive to strengthen 
NanoXplore’s technological expertise and diversify its component offering to meet the growing reliability 
and performance needs of the aerospace industry. 
 
This acquisition also marks NanoXplore's entry into the strategic and sovereign defence sector, where the 
company aims to become a major player in defence electronics in Europe, while maintaining a specifically 
French approach. By building on this synergy, NanoXplore is positioning itself as a key player in European 
semiconductors, contributing to the continent's technological autonomy and sovereignty ambitions. 
 
The acquisition also opens up new innovation opportunities for NanoXplore, in particular with the 
establishment of a new office in Grenoble, where it will consolidate its research and development teams. 
 
Racine advised NanoXplore on this strategic acquisition with a team consisting of Bruno Laffont (partner) 
and Joséphine Combret (associate). Racine was involved in all legal aspects of this transaction. 
 
About Racine 
 
RACINE is an independent French law firm specializing in business law, with nearly 270 lawyers and legal experts 
in 7 offices: Paris, Bordeaux, Lyon, Marseille, Nantes, Strasbourg and Brussels. RACINE is characterized by its 
"full service" approach to business law, both advisory and litigation. RACINE's committed and pragmatic lawyers 
provide innovative solutions for day-to-day business, strategic projects and crisis management. They are committed 
to building solid, long-lasting partnerships with clients. RACINE works for companies in a wide range of industrial 
and service sectors, professional and inter-professional organizations, and public authorities. The firm has 
developed particular expertise in the luxury goods, media, real estate, agri-food and retail sectors. RACINE is a 
member of the international Multilaw network of lawyers, as well as OMNIA. The firm also maintains close relations 
with numerous foreign law firms. 
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